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The wages of sin.

BY INTIZAR HUSAIN

POINT OF VIEW

i

IHAVE before me a
ﬁ recently published cal-
h lection of short stories
2 Gunah ki mazdoori. Its
author, Mirza Hamid Baig, is
a well-known short story
writer. He has to his cradit a
numhber of collections.

Before I could finish read-
ing this collection, T received
another book entitled Urdu
sdjarnamay ki mukhrasir
tareekh, written by Dr Mirza
Hamid Baig. T thought the
writer of both the books was
the same. But then I thought,
why would an auihor men-
tion his dectorate degree on
one book and not on the
other. But soon T was able (o
solve the riddle, Perhaps the
author wants to maintain a
fine distinction hetween
Mirza fHamid Baig, the story
writer and, Mirza Hamid
Baig, the scholar. That we
should not canfuse one swith
the other.

Mirza Hamid Baig, I think,
iz justified in maintaining
this distinction. If a creative
writer, a poet or a fiction
writer, has, in the course of
his studies, developed a
hunger for research or criti-
cal writings, it will he sensi-
ble of him to keep remem-
bering and reminding his
readers that creative writing
15 a phenomenaon different
from scholarly involvement
n literature,

Mirza Hamid Baig started
ag a short story writer and
SOON  Woh Tecognition
becauze of the distinctive
qualities of his writings. Bul
perhaps, ynder stress of his
tedaching profession he devel-
oped a fondness for research
and literary criticism. He 1s
now in a position where he
can well claim to have made
precious contributions, both
in the field of research and
literary criticizmm. He has to

his credit a number of works
belonging to both these
departments.

A% a story writer Mirza
Hamid Baig is not a prolific
writer. But his involvement
in research and criticism has
made him =0, When he 13 not
writing short stories, he
writes criticism, «doing
research or some kind of
compilation worle. So his pen
hardly finds time Lo rest.
1‘;? ACEK to his recent short
4%, stories. lnterestingly,

the book reached me
on the day when I had just
finished his compiled vol-
ume containing Urdwe frans-
lations of Eliot. 80 now I
start reading his stories. I
was still in the middle of the
short stories when I received
his new wvolume, a historical
siurvey of Urde travelogues.

This volume attracted my
attention and so 1 left his
short stories and began read-

f &
Ny g
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pocks 4+ Aulhers Hﬂ-guﬁine , DAIWN, KARACH!  sep

ing this new arrival from
him. But now a newer and
fine production from him has
reached me zo I feel tempted
to read this one. But, if ‘1 do
it, it will be at the costof his
historical survey of Urdn
travelogues 'which 1 have
still not Finished reading.
Now this very recent vol-

ume from him is a callection

of Pakistani short stories
entitled Pakistan ke shahkar
Uirdu dafsanay. It is a sensible
collection of short stories
written during the last 50
VEATS.

It may, however, be an
offshoot of his research on
Urdu' short story. Urdu
afsanay ki rivayaar pub-
lished by Academy of
Letters. The wark 15 a valu-
able research study of Urdn
short story, where he has
taken pains to establish that
the starting point of Urdu
short story is Rashidul
Khairi’s short story Naeseer
Aur Khadya written in 1903,

He has surveved the
whole journey of Urdu short
story from 1503 upto 19390
professionally along with a
selection of stories of repre-

sentative story writers
which appeared during this
period, Perhaps it is the first
exhaustive study of short
story in Urdu.

Of all his volumes puh-
lished in recent months,
Urdu sufarnamoay k1
mukhasar tareckh can be sin-
gled out as an important
research study of the form
known az safarnama in Urdu.
While tracing the origins of
travelogues he has travelled
far in the pre-historic age
and has located
Magasthene’s travelogue of
India as the first travelogoe
in the world.

While discussing Urdn
travelogues he iz faced with
the gquestion as Lo who 15 the
first travelogue writer in
Urdu. A few researchers had
located Ajaibat-i-firang of
Fusuf Khan KEambalposh as
the first travelogue in Urdo.
But Mirza Hamid has dif-
fered with them and has
located Syed Fida Hussain’s
Tareek-i-Afghanisian as the
birst travelogue in Urdu
which was published in 1839
while Kambalposh’s
appearad in 1846, [ |
jo, Zeen
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BY SHAMIM AKHTER

A HEHERAZADE:X 5.
. Rehman, whose father

W is from Pakistan and

& mother from Kenya,
fsettler from Bombay), is
usually mistaken for an
Afghan — and rightly so
because her paternal grand-
mother wWas from
Afghanistan.

She had her early school-
ing at Karachi Grammar
School and then moved to
Bahrain where her father
was sent on deputation as =
naval officer. She grew up
all over the world and finally
settled in Washington, get-
ting her MBA and & PhD in
International Finance from
George Washington
TIniversity. She later joined
its faculty as an assistant
professor of Tnternational
Finance and Business.
“Today, Sheherazade 15 the
director and co-founder of
the European TUnion
Research Centre at the
Institute for  Global
Management and Research,
which was launched in 1998,
She is also the Director of
Joint International MBA-MA

degree programmes, a puosi-
tion she has held since 1994,

She is also a senior consul-
tant -an{d  partner --at
International Consultant
Groups, an international
financial management Com-
pany in Washington. She has
the credit of being a Senior
Research Fulbright Scholar
in 1998, studying financial
crisis management in South
and East Asia.

“Things are a little crazy
now,” she remarks while sit-
ting apainst a wall of books
in her office at GWU. Bul
what really keeps Dr
Rehman on her toes is
Europe. *Europe went to a
single currency, and hecause
of quick integration, things
are happening so fast. We
are very busy trying to set
up the centre, understanding
haw the Euro iz affecting
American business, and how
it is changing the trade cli-
mate in Europe.” she adds.
“We can’t ignore what is
happening in the European
Union. It affects everything
we do”

The European Union

Research Centre's function
iz to pursue multi-discipli-
nary policy-based research
focusing on the economic,
political, and social issues of
the EU. Sheherazade says
the centre, when [ully devel-
oped, will meet community
needs as well as fulfil
SEPM's desire to be known
for its expertise and
research on Europe.

“We'd like the centre to
be the single point of con-
tact,” says Rehman. “If you
want toe find out about
Europe, this 15 the place to
get timely, accurate, in-
depth information.™ Already,
she says, GWU is a cenire of
excellence, and it serves as a
resource for organizations,
companies, agencies, and
other universities seeking
information.

Recently, the centre rolled
out a web-site Europe, which
Rehman sees as a clearing-
house of informartion for the
community. “If people want
information on Eurape,
regardless of the aspect,
they can come to our site.”
Rehman says the centre gets
inquires from Capitol Hill
ahout trade policy and from

American corporations about
trade laws and adjustments
to the Euro.

“We're positioning our-
selves as the expert,” she
says. “The advantage we
have over government agen-

cies is that we are not politi-

cal. Because we're an educa-
tional institution, we try to
present all sides of the arpu-
ment. If you go 1o the depart-
ment of commerce, you get
the American version of
what's guing on in Europe. If
you go to the European
Commission, you gel the
European version. We give
the unbiased version.™

Az a Fulbright scholar,
Rehman was reminded ol
the importance of under-
standing both sides of an
issue. “I focused on financial
sector Teform.” she said,
“and [ brought out of it a
better understanding of
what these countries are fac-
ing. It's easy to sit in
Washington and make poli-
cy, but wvisiting
economies reinforeed in me
that some of the policies
made here are very difficult
to implement there.”

In addition to her work on

these

Europe and the centre,
Rehman also has directed
the MBA-MA joint degree
praogrammes, which she
founded and developed from
the ground up. Having gone
through programmes as a
student at GWU, BEehman
savs she knew what each
programme was missing.
“We fell the MBEAs were

SHEHERAZADE 5. REHMA
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Tar Par Chalney Walis The Litest von-
ture of Hamid Baig one of the more
J'iI-l-:l‘t’LL‘E-l.IlmﬁI newer talents on the shorer
stary  scene.  Ths first  collection
Crieeiinfonealey Kelewer, had muany stories
weithea rural sectinge — written with an
urlran sophiscication, They were not
rinmantictzed village idvlls, bue ingeni-
ous  structures  where reality  in-
termingled with Fantasy, Hamid Baip's
[Im'mr_*:s, crcibamend ol subspect, the olo-
ment of absiraction and his language
and style, place him among the ‘modee-
nist’ fiction svriter. The stories in this
volume are compact, condensed af-
fairs; the aurthor stines only the bare
easentnds o leaves out the rest, Flere
Hhae wstated is erpably mnproetiar e
Lhe contexy, Bilee thie wark ol @ puiinter
who has mcorporated copty spaces
into the textuee of his painting. A story
like Wapsi manages to say much in irs
Lrief length, hue Khald Ka Mairag-
teeenalt 15 unsuccessful, Yer Hamid
Baig's capacity 1o assimilate new ex-
periences, and his freshnoss of expres-
ston and enerpy make him unigue
among fction writers.

The Herald, January 1984
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'PAL publishes
book of Urdu short-stories

By Munir Ahmed

[SLARABAL: The Pakistan Academy
of Letters [PAL) has published an-
ather marvellous book entitled,
Urdu Afsaanay Ki Riwavaf: 1803-
1800.° The 1108-page book has
heen compiled by Dr Mirza Hamid
Baig, and it covers the history and
evolution of Urdn short-story writ-
ing, an important branch of litera-
ture, The title of the book is deco-
rated with autographs of prominent
short-story writers..
Selected masterpleces by 63
- prominent and trend-setting writers,
along with their life-sketches, form
the contents of the book. Pho-
tographs, autographs and hand-writ-

ten pieces of these anthors have also

~ been ineluded in the ool

e Mews Tntervnochional Tslomoload

Mﬂ"-\’l 13; Ilﬂ!q1+

It is hoped that the book will
serve the purpose of a good refer-
erce hool in future for the re-
sparchers, -

Iftekhar Arif, director general of
the Pakistan Academy of Letters,
memtioned in the preface of the
book, “The publication is & compre-
hensive history and anthology of
Urdu langruasge short stories. In this
publication, Dr. Mirza Hamid Baig
has sel some new traditions and
style of research.” )

Dr Mires Hamid Baig has quoted
all 43 selections of short stories in

. his book, Before this publication, no.

such research world was done,

The hook is quite reasonably-
priced. While the paper-back edition
is available for Bs. 450, the hard-
bound one is for Rs. 500, :




Books I

have been
reading

M. Afsar
Sajid

The
present
book is

sought to

be a
compendi-

ous history
of the
eighty-
seven year
old living
tradition of
the Urdu
short story.

33

he Pakistan Academy of

known writer and schotar I3
Mirza Hamid Beg’s volumi-
nous rf::qurch treatise titled Eirdu Afsaney
Ki Rewait (The tradition of Urdu short
atory) - L903-90" which is also, in effect,
the history of Urdu short story along with a

‘comprehensive selection of the work of the

representative short story writers i the
language. -
Hiikhat Arif p-arcme:a i the ook a

'“dﬂ:.erLrulen af the old, conventional

pattern of research and criticism in Urdu
short 5m1-3.r into a totally néw scenario

_.whmh SETVES [0 enhance its histor mal as
well us anthological value,

' The hook is spread over some 1108 pages

-~ of a size proximate to 249x7 in. Starting
*froni the author's preface, its contents'

windingly embrace the tradition of fiction:
writing and Urdn short story, its pmnusﬂ,

15 qcﬂt‘rﬁrad voices, the wave of neo-
romanticism, the revolutionary trend of the

Anparey group, the progressive moverment,

© peycho-moralism, the post-independence

Urdu share story, its new accent, a fore-
view, the current background and the fore-
view, its linguistics and a miscellany of

selections from the work of Kh Nasic Nazir

Firag Dehlvi. Kh Abdur Raut [shrat
Lucknowi, Mir Bagar Ali Dastango,
Rashidul Khairi (claimed to be the first

- short story writer of Urdu), Sajjad Haider

Yaldram, Sultan Haider Josh, Prem Chand,
Ch Mchammad Al Rudolvi, Kh Hassan:
Nizami, Niaz Fatehpur, Mahashay

Sudarshan, Azam Kariwi, Hamidullah
.-_ﬂfqar' Mirs Abdul Qadir, Jall Qidwai,

Mijnoon Gorakhpuri, Ali Abbas Hugsaini,

- Mohammad Mujib, Opinder Nath Ashk,
- Ashraf Saboohi Dehlvi, Rashid Jahan, Az
Ahmad, Syed Favvaz Mehmaod,

Havatutlah Ansar, Ahmad Ali, Rajinder

- Bingh Bedi, Hijab [mtiaz Ali; Akhtar:
Oininvi, Ghulam Abbas, Saadat Hassan

Manto, Akhtar Hussaln Raipuri; Akhtar
Angari Dehlvi, Abul Fazal Siddigui, Mulk

Raj Anand, Ahmad Madim Qasim, Krishan

Chander, Mumitaz Mufti, Kausar
Chandpuri, Meerza Adeeb, Kh Ahmad

- Abbas, Tsmat Chughtai, Qudratullab

"The Nation MIDWEEK, IHlJRHIM\’

Letters has latterly pubhished

OF OLD SHORT-STORY
PATTERN

Shiahab, Syed Ratiq Hussain, Devinder
Satvarthi, Shatigqur Eehman, Muhammad
Hassan Askarl, Balwant Singh, Kartar
Singh Duggal, Shamshir Simgh Niraula,

Ashfag Ahmad, Queatul Ain Haider, Agha

Babar, Muohammad Khalid Akhtar, Reliman
Muznib, Surinder Prakash, Joginder Paul,
Devinder Ussar, Ghayas Ahmad Gaddi,
Intizar Hussain, Bano Qudsia, Anwar
Sajjad, Khan Fazlur Rehman, Khalida
Hussain, Muhammad Mansha Yad, Balraj
Komal and Mirza Hamid Beg, the index
and photographs (ncluding sketches) and
facsimiles of the original handwriting as
well a8 autographis of some past and present

Cshort story writers.

Mirza Hamid Beg's style is an amalgam
of imeisiveness and rhetoric which,
pradoxically enough, are supposed to be
antibiotic to research and documentation.
But his concern with fact enables him to
steamroll his prejudices; il any, in his
critical exploration of the world of fiction
of which short story is like a vast bug

complex macrocasm of an archipelago
_-.f,nu;}mpas-,mg myvriad microcasms of truth,

and beauty epitomising the human ‘quest

for the eternal’.

nvestigating the decling of Urdu short

story, the author is of the emphatic view

that the present day short story WIlters are
totally oblivious of the living tradition of
the genre. Nobody his ever cared to trace
the ingredients of the story in a short story,

- The eritic 15 dutybound to discriminate

hetween the sublime and mundane writings

s well as determine the parameters of what

he calls he working art. In this pers pective
his (the author’ S} SITESS ON expressiin vis-a-
vis communicaton is understandable-as he
regards the creative Activily 45 an organic
necessity. Anthologies of Urdu short stories
published from time 1o time (some forty-

four of them have been cited in the preface

to the Book ) do not truly reflect the evolu-
ti'mmry oraph of the short story as o genre.

“The present book 15 sought to be a compen-

tlious history of the eighty-seven year old

iving tradition of the Lrdu short story.,

The author Jaments the general dissocia-

i _:lmn of the Urdu short story writer from the

Nee pape 39
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UFGHAMA'

When it
comes to
leftovers,

Aunt
Salma has
the most
amazing
digestive
powers.

: Fauzna Yasmin

'mg till next mealtime? The bit of milk left
inthe juge? The remaining bit of fresh salad

-~ do; she also does: sﬂmﬁthmg about it. “ls
‘none eating this curry?” she will ask in a
wvoice that clearly conveys the horror of -
such omission. Confirmed in her suspicions

@ piece of chgpaiti and stoically eats up the

- - pot of tea, when the: guests opted for cold -
- (rinks instead. ﬂhmlt this last, shﬂ did have

. up son, with:-whom she Tives, who told her
* bluntly that it would haye EH:EH better fo

her exasperated son. “You ¢ arry things too

- “Perhaps not: but lwalve p.:iufuI*s of
; ehumﬁ}r"-'” asked the *f.mﬂuldu.‘trtng SO0,

- salmy pmnt&d out, “Just this morning 1. :
f mr::hexi the last it cnf i wrth m:,.r brr:ak
fasr.”

- powers, It has something to do withher atti
. mde that mgarda mnsumptmn of leftovers as
“akindof virtuous mission. Jf'i.mhmtlstﬂrnlm_lf

AUN

ﬂndeuﬂg over problematic

¥ leftovers? The small amount of
curry in the bowl that hardly
justifies the trouble of refrigerat-

that 1s bound to wither on kcapmg’i' Not
when Aunt Salma is around,
Aunt Salma abhors waste, as many of i

that the curry is “going waste’, she asks for

curry in true 5p4:rm|1g spirit. Mot that ﬁun.t

Salma-is normally a big eater. Leftovers re|

a special mission wn:h hier. She’ll eat up the
salad that it would be *a shaine® to stale.
She’ll deink up Ihal little bit of milk 1;-,*1:'!:*lT
problematically al the bottom qf the jug.
She has been known to finish up a whole:

[o enter into an argument with her grown-

have thrown the tea away, :

=And waste it?" asked ;-'mm Salma in
horror. .

“What do you. |:|'_|.um Walste |t"i" ﬁ-.tjmm:ﬂ

far. For -.,:-;au‘npia that Lrate:fu! ::'-‘f Iﬂxte!ﬁ:ns;
MANEOEs that.....

“Was it so muﬂg of me to I't'LEtkL a spicy
chtney from them?” countered Aunt
Salma.

T finished it all up, didn’t 17" Aunt

“I zroan at the thou ghﬁ. of the dn{:mr 5 b]ii G
said the son. But thankfully, :hcm Was no.
doctor’s bill. When it comes: to leftovers,
Aunt Salma has the most amazing digestive
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By Mandarin

r riting the histary of Urdy
short story is no ordinary
tnsk, It requires a lot of
effort, collecting lot of

: material, arranging it
with dates and then reading apsl
assmsin{g it. In a lorcign university,
any professor undecaking this work
would mediately hire a leam o
assisl bim. In Pakistan, we wre not as
yvel organised to undertake such a
fuge task with this kind of perleet
planning and orgamsation, Dr, Mirza
Harmid Beg has updertaken this worl
for the Academy, Adbyal-c-Pakislan
siaple-handediy and has «done a lot of
hard work, Indeed it 1= no ordinery
leal to compile such a huge stufl. He
has alse developed his sclection of the
represenlalive wrilers of Urdu short
story, which s again by no means nn
engy jab.

In his essays, Dr Mirzo has tried to
froup the various wrilers o Lerms of
their trends and schools, His rending
14 wide and he hps made an altempt 1o
make bis work appear exhaustive and
all-in¢lusive.

3 Mirza hes indeed heen very
close 1o success in his endeavour.
Cloge, because he hag nol included
neane maesters of Urdd story writing,
He hos omitted Nayvar Masoad, 1o
name pne, whose "Colour of
nothingness' has reccived inteenational
recognition. Not to lalk of including
haa stories in the relection, this masler
ol Urdu short story finds no mention
ot ali i the entire book. Nayyer
Masood is one creative wriler eapabie
of producing o master-picce oul of
slmost notheng, Xt is strenge that on
onc hand, Mr. Beg has asserted that
modern Urdu short story owes a lot 1o
Kalka but an the other, lie hag nat
mentioned the nwme of Nayvar
Muasand whose techmique 15 more
profeundly inflluenced by Kafka than
by any other writer of Urdo litersture.

Abdullah Husain, Hasan Manzar,
Hajra Masrur, Zamecruddin Ahmad,
Fhadija Mastur, Agha Haider
Hussain, Ahrmad Humaish and
Muhammad Saleemur Relienan have
alzo remained oulside his selection. It
15 difficult to scecept that they mads no
sipnificant contribulion la the Lradition
of Urdu shart story, the main sulject
of the book, At the same Lime, it iz not
clear s 1o how he has ineluded Kactar
Singh Bugpal, Shamsher Singh
Narola, Malik Raj Anand, who huve
made [itle contributidn to Urdu short

story. Thal obviously mars the
represenintional value of his sclection.
Adso-ttmakes his soleetion iwthier
erralic, so much so that one may be
tempied o call il biased ratber than
ihasyneratic,

In his introduction, he hos
posludaled a thesis. condemning the
modern story wrilers for having
complelely severed their link with the
eriginal Iradition of “dastan telling”,
Thal m his judgement, bas immensely
harmed Urdu short slory. As Lo what
iz the bagis of this judgment s nat
fially substantintied by the wriler, That
traditions are supposed to be followed
m a mechanieal, straight line method |
may be quite diflieult to delend, That,
within & broad stream of a tradition of
stogy writing many strands and
steeamlets could move parallel s not
perbaps acceptable to his thesis,
Dasten telling 38 not conlined 1o our
Literacy teadition, The West bas its
o version of thal with medicval
lales ol romance, ehivalry |
enchantmenl cle. Bul one is nol aware
of any similar ohaervalion apiinst
Western wrilers for having scvered
their bink wath that,

The writee bas glso used slrong
431;31'!1:1::'u:-1'|$ i eondemning the lilerary
manifesto of the Propressive
Movement. Bul in the same breath he
Ecknuwludgcs the vital contribution of

Singh, Rajendar Singh Bede, Asemat
Chughtat and Khawaja Ahmad Abbas
to the shart story an Urdu hterature,
One may disagree with the lilerary -
manifesto of the progressives, bul one
can hardly deny that some very great
wrilers were associated with the
movement, i oot produesd by gl That
strong [ormulation of I'Ll::m:'j-' wleas
proved to be g inhibiling [zetor,

opinions |

might have been true for some lesser
wrilers, bul not for these great ones.

Inn his critical description of the |
warious trends in Uede short story, he
has attempted long discourses on the
differcnces between sign and symbaol,
cammunication and expression,
individualism and collectivism ete,
Thosze dizeourses pppear 1o be
dipressions and st times these rather
got pretentions, At one place he hag
friven The view thal wriling ficlion s
nat within the eapabality of & waoman,
It 19 a staternent that s pot easily
digestilble for the nvid readees of Urdu
literature who consider the
cantritutions of major female writers
like Asmal Chughtai, Qurat-ulain
Haider, Hajira Masroor, Khadija
Mastoor, and Khaleda Hussain o be
all tiene great nnd formidable.

The writer has alse observed that |
Snadat Hosan Manla hod lesscr
control over ::ij‘:-mssi-:}n and technigque
than is expected of a first elass story
writer. He also opines that Manto
fuiled Lo involve Ir'nis veadership inlo his
unbelicvable fantnsics and that Manta
had a soperficial view of sox and
lacked depll, not only in themes b
also in expression,

The book is o set of harsh c:p'm],-::lns
with which many scrious critics of
Urdu fiction would disagres, and in

any case the wriler also has presented
these judpments as if those were his
beliefs. There 15 na argument oflcred
to supporl these assertions.

Apart from all these limitations, the
book has a utilily for an avernge
reader, whe may find it inleresling to
rend gome of the great works of Urdu
fiction as well as come Lo know about
a number of writers whose storics
have been analysed in the boak,
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REVIEWS(URDU & REGEDNAU w

R NN AL ICARACUL Hﬂ‘ffﬁlﬂ V4, 2oe)

n ﬁnﬁkﬁ -1- Aufﬁ#ﬁ

BOOKS &

g IS is a selection of Urdu shiore
~ stories written in Pakistan in
the past 50 years, In peneral,
; however, this iz a fairly repre-
sentative selection of stories. Some of
them by Famous anthors, some nol, Some
writers have been left out, which the com-
piler Mirza Hamid Baig too, in his preface,
has acknowledged. This wags inevilable in
such a r_ﬂrnp’lrrﬂlvcl? rich fielel,

The stories are assembled under six
geclions, cach representing a specific
period in the history of the nation. The
sectinns have been titled: kafant kR jo
rafit hai; jab toofan tham gaua; gigsa
fecthicerit; @t tshe kalin lay chal; voghni pui-

Claw ketnap achche din thay; nashel; and
tieli feer janicart.

Turing the peripd coverad under 1he
section, kafiani likht jo rahi hai, writers’
mings on both sides of the Pakistan-India
cdivide, were overwhelmed by the blead-
shed, devastation and tranma that accom-
paried Parvlition. Almost all forms of art
e the two contries woere moulided by the
hnrrjh]e yvears preceding, and those soon
after, Partition. The section comprises sio-
ries an the political situation and the
human problem arising out af these
resulting conditions, Writers in hath Telia
and Pakistan wrote remarkable stories on
hiowe the Flindo and Mueslim communities,
which had been living in peaceful coexis-
tence for centuries, had been carried
away by the communal frenzy, how
friends suddenly turned into enemies,
hosw man lost his basiec human gualitios,
Bual, an the other land, in 1he midst of all
these demonic show r:-1' animal belsviour
thore were people who kept the spirit of
humanity alive and protected members of
the other community, even at the cost of
their own lives,

While Manta, Ahmed Nadeem OQasmi,
Axiz Ahmed, Qudtratallah Shahal,
Murmtaz hMulti and many others wrote on
the communal frenzy in Pakistan, Krishan
Chander, Ramanand Sagar, Ismal
Chughtai and others in India masterfully
cn;.‘-—lurul thi shamelul events in their
writings, In their characters we have
cxamples of those who accept shame for
all or Tor the many who are incapable of
fecling i, or unwilling to accept their
puilt. Here, stories by Manoto (kholda),
Crasimi aned Aziz Alimed stand out for their
elfective depiction of the theme.

The sccond zection, fab toofan tham
Aeava, carnies stories revolving round the
themne of nostalgia for the good old days
ad marked by the memories of things
and Frionds left helind,

Stories under the title gissa kahani por-
tray the rise and Tall of values in the new
country. O the one hand, there is
Shavkar Siddiqui’s, Bhagewandos Darlchan,

By Shahabuddin Gilani

showing the positive side of life, and, on
the ather, is Mumitax Mufti’s, saghei gree-
Tap, and Khalid Akhtac’s, chacita Abdul
B, Roghai putlay depicts how the new
country brought a deluge of prospericy
and wealth for the few and how blindly
they imitated the negative and valgar
aspects of the western cultwre. Chache
Abddud Ragi shows the mental and moral

Lankruptey of the culing classes, It hrings

out the writer’s case in dealing with
social issues with a skillful touch of satire
and humeour.

In the section kitrap achthay din thay,
Hajra Masvoor™s story, munni mele mein,
stands out for its beauly of lanpnage. She
uses simple words to portray the pood
old past when pure and simple love pre-
vailed in society, when servants were
consicdered Family members, amd the Tat-
ter [ully reciprocated these feelings,
Muslims atlended-TTindu Testivals such
as Durga Puja, and the Hindus celebrar-
el the Fidul Fitr, Al-Azha, and even tock
part in the Mobharram mourning proces-
siong, The wreiter has nsed Tollk language
of northern India with great effect and
her portrayval of life in those parts lends
the: story a touch of realiry. She has been
able to achieve the desired eflfecet
becanze she has made excursions inte a
way af life with which she is fully famil-
iz,

Ehadija Mastoor's, venoon lay clralay
balila lay chalay wap, depicts man's undy-
ing eptimism. The fellowing paragraph

biest porivays the prevailing condition and
at the same time brings oat the optimise
in her,

“Death and destruction had devoured
the din and busdle of the city, The wonnd-
ed {life) had taken refuge in desolate cor
ners, Devastation loudly announced irrev-
ocable tuing death was determined 1o dig
its fangs inte life. But men and women
wha loved fellow beinps were determined
to uphold the dignity of human life.”

The section, roghai puetlay, has, among
others, two remarkable stories: talash b
(udy EHlU”rJ.h Shiahaly, and Gralabdin chicl
rasan by Apha Babar, both dealing with
society’s hypocritical attitude towards sex.
Shahaly's language is, as vsual, easy and
spirvited; it is more of a painling, rather
thian weiling.

Quoting Ibn Arabi’s saying, “the part
returns to ils whole,” i the conlext of
Lve's bivth for providing companionship
to Adam, the compiler, in his preface, has
writlen a beautiful sentence: *“The path
leading e return to the whele poes
threugh the sublime and beaailal repion
of sex.” (wapsi ka rasta jins kay shadab
iehattay say ho fear gz ta hai),

“Abel and Cain too knew each other.
They had the same culture; same lan-
guage. In spite of this commonality what
happencd?” asks o characrer of Intizar
Flusain’s story, ardhif gali, Thouph dealing
with the tragedy of 1971, this siery has
been wrongly [Jlnrﬂd in the [irst section,
Two other stacies in the section, nasheh,
areklon par doren heaatle by Masood Ash'ar
antel festirrant by Masood Muli, imasterfully
poriray. the gory hclmrcrnnsw (B
Bangladesh soon alter the bivih of (he
LI Ty,

Asil Farrnkhi's story, darae gave shelon
kaw hatin, conveys the agony of the resi-
dents of Kavachi that they had to underpo
in e recent post.

The writings represeuted in this selec
Lion are characteristic of the variety of it

ature privduced alter the creation of

*akistan. Most of the stories in the selec
tion arc masterpieces of the topical and
the short stoey as a form.

However, considering the exclusion of
some well-known writers, crilicsinay 1ond
Lo =iy that the title of the book should be
"rerd pasand kap Pokisten kay shahkar
afsaray (My choice of Pakistan®s master-
piece short stories). It is 1he word “mas-
lerpiece” that makes the enterprise a bit
dubious. B

Pakistan kay shatihar Urdu alsanay
Fcited by Mirea Flamid Baipg
Published by Alhamea Publishing
Isbarmakeadd

IS 9695 16-005.0

BSSPp. sd45
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The Pakistan Times, February 3, 1989 . AGAZII*

“Eavery writer las an obllaation 1o
riendler ab least one forelnn werk of
art ke s own Language.” = Andre
tifde

UNFORTUMATELY we only
think In torms af rights and
preregatives and are oflen mot
micresied in seelng our own
wirrks, many of them nod worth
& haat, transtated intd a foreign
Inrguapes, prefecably into
Engligh., ‘:nmu- believe that a
translation inte Swedish would
biz e appropriate, 1L is Nobel
Frize or bust.

Y surely it is more Imparlant
to e Lhal (hings get regulacly
tranalated into dne's ]angua%c
rAilier than Erean it IE has Lo be
A bwgeway [raffic certaindy butil

avg in the long run foroa

amicnnge Lo e aequisitive 1o the
prinl of greediness, ready to
sugk in everything which it can
assimilale,

Zo few of ws take inlerest in
eprnest in the problems and
reruisites of translation that it i
refreshivg to come across
wormenng  genuinely Erving o
e sense of the whole aflar,
hiiren Hamid Balg, well-xnows
as o short story writer and an
aocastonal eritic H:['.]d researcher,

merges as o hearetician,
}:u nrﬁn and bibliographer of flirza }[anml Baig: whalwer Ilq has ﬂunn Is a snrt c:i' I
lranslations inte Urde  from intelligent Sjl-’LﬂE\‘rﬂl‘k ! ; -

i BC}GKS&WRITERS v |
. Cooked in a hmry

M. SALIM_'-UH-HAHHJ&N e o




Western languapes, in fael
sty (o or with the help of
English, because our acquain-
Lagee with other European
languages can only bo deseribed
as nodding, He bas alceady
conpiled. & touple of Bibiios
grapiies in his conipetion and
his latest book, Magheih Ser
Saser Therajim, a hefty volume,
covers & ool of ground. The
remarkable thing is thal, as far
a5 lintw, he is not a franslalor
Bimself. He 35 in short, "an
aulsider, Tiis allows for certain
delochment bael afze permils
S0 InRCCUracies o aresp in.

It Ias been said that every
translation, atane lovel, 35 anact
of crilicism. Mare apt &= he
remark that to lranslate means

ta serve twoo maslors =imul-

[arecasly which s wncomimony
difficult and may even be found
nnpssible, People often beliove
thal Lo translate is to go In for an
aclivity af a very low order, 5o
muely 50oas 0 appear seeond-
rate oF slipwarthy, [t 35 also
Lelicved that only o limited
miemier of writers or renders are
e 1o ik Asa matler of foet,
all of us translate all the time,
W branslate tde o own Loms
wital olbers say. Tn most cazes
pur rendering is far Irom

pracisd, i fael which balls 2p- =

cormunication and causes so0
many  misunderstandings.
Excrvthing we read, even tn our
AT |I-E|.I:If_.r.l.li.'|j_£|3. whether baak or
journal o pewspaper,
prismslate into oue peavale idiom.,
Mol witli the help of pen and
paper. Only inoaue mind, s
aurprising o know thet we are
tranzlators, one and ail, and we
may feel - ralher like the
character in one of Moliere's
plavs whe was astanished 1o
learn ihat he had been speaking
parvesc all s Tife,

Thete wan be na doult
whalspever thab a aludy of
Cranslatedd lberature can maka a
distineiive contribution  te
literary thaary, Hamid Baig has
np itleas af hiz edn baefter, and
Iegns Boay @y un Western models
and  precepts - for EXpOEit ey
purposes, Bul originality in these
matlers is rare indeed and it
would he unfair 1o Hamid Balg
W reprove hirm for not coming up
will  anylhing  seminal,
Whalever he has done, a sovt of
intelligent spadewark, should e
lookod upon wilh approval,

The fivst seventy papges of
Maphrib Sev Masir Tarajim are
the inost interesting. In {hese
Flamid  Baig o deals wilh

s | TE T e S e g

we

translalion s an artand laoks ot
its justification, difficullies,
ceterories and basic principles,
maestly with referenee to Urdo.
Itis anintelligent swemrmalion of
some of the beeic do’s and
don'ts. e i ol in fovowr of a
literal translation, nar of g in
which the trenslator takes too
many  liberties with the fext
helfore him, A via media has o
e feund, onewhich ean be eeliod

b s A parsliel lroack. Every!

translation i & ehange but, Jilke
the tramsfer of ‘e, Bhie less
vielent it is, the better, A

franslalion which is very [rose.

can read well provided the
translator's ecommand of the
!EIIEUHE{‘- he is translating into is
remarkable, . Bul §is defects

would alsa b b obvieus, Hmay

become  someolthing  totally

different from:the worl' i

pretends to translate and
misinferm the readers. Tt must
alsg ba kept in mind thaf many
mcnpetent  persons resart o
free translation: in  order to
coneeal the  fact -that [heir
comprelienzien of the [engoage
thizy are franslating from s
deeply flawed, -

Slow changes

Homid Baig is aware that
translations help to sharpen the
Hteracy | sensibility ol - &
language, I3 the best raison
d'etre one cap think of, The
process  aet in
translations . mnay - not
immediately perceplible,  The
chanpts coour slowly, :in-:!fr-.autlf
and perhaps at a sublivninal
level. It iz possible that some of
the aivlislio pestutes of meders
rdu prese are the putcome of

b

frain’ by

alheraise? Only through such an
examination could cne move
forward to a eomparison of these
wha trunsleted from  the
~a¢lazsical griental languagos and
thase who did so fremm English,
[t s anapportumity missed, T am
aleadd, 1
In the next three chapters, he
describes o pumber  of
institutiong  ‘which  were
assaciated with comiissioning
and publishing fratsiations, and
ligts zeame of the eutslanding
works publizshed dueing the [ust
180 vears or 3o, Agalm, the theme
cisctoo wast to allew a guick
pesiime  and although the
discussion g not chaelic, il
Leeters almost on the brink, Tt iz
not that guch a Survey is beyond
cHamid Baig's inlelligence or
resources. But nothing can be
achieved in o hurcy. It would
take years of hard research Lo

‘marshal e evidence, To build:

ip 4 theary from the available
facts would demand still more
Lime, S0 for Hamid Baig 6t is
mestly s a matber of slapElnf
< thlngs - together - quickly whiclh
means  that _his  work  is
constantly - shadowed by
triviality, Mowhere is this more
in: evidence -than 'in  the
- bibliograply spread over 470
PIELs, : :
or one thing, it ls merely
TEEEHHTE. He haz already
published & eouple of detailed
fndices of translations [rom
Western languages into Urdo. It
is &lsg rather incomplede, Dol
vientures of Lhis natura can never
be cormplele inoa literal sense. T¢
is mot the incempletencss which
bathers me here but the sheer
remissness and slips of ihe
commpdler. To list Dante’s The

Divineg Carnedy or Dostacyshy's
Crime and Fenlzhrend as plavs |

or pegard Gen. Haul’s The
Liptodd Steey as g novel ar think

Iranslations made inte it A whole, (hat Bunvan's The Pilgeim’s

book is needed to investigate
Lhis.

After the first sevedly pages
the baak beging 1o lose mel of
its freshness, The next chapler's
heading, Awcisnt Teadition of
Transiation  in o fndis, is
Pnprecizely cworded. In any
cuse, he tried Lo eover top vast
anc varied & span and was not
able to do justice ta it, Tt could
have been mere enlightening Lo

- examine the attitudes of thase
who translaled fram Persian and
Aribie into Urde during the
cignteeenth  or  nincleenth
cenlury. What Jid trapsiation
mean in thedr contaxt, terary o

Progress |15 a trave] book is
unforgivable. In' short,: the
bibliography iz a waste, The
space could have been better
ulilisged if
offered a penerous sampling of
trensiztions from each period,
allowing them to sec for
themsalves the changes in style,
atlitude znd diction,

There is another aspect of the
bogk which iz thoroughly

disegrecakle bul Hamid Baig |

haz nothing fo dowilh il, If there
werd & prize for (ypos, his boal
would be the sirompest contender
for it Muogtadrah as the
publisher is the goilty pacty,

- o

= e

the: readers vere |
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' RASHIDUL KHAIRI by Dr Mirza
" Mamitd Beg. Published by Allama
Il Académy. Alaco

 Howse Cottipound Euf.’ldnr, Karachi-
i nﬂsppﬂtj:nn#

The i ﬂtlf-}f ‘of the first
' short $tory writer in Urdu is
a matter that has been dis-
puted by literary historians
_ and critics alike.
- ‘Whal§ Urdu’s first short
Stury wiitér? Prem Chand is
genat‘ally acclaimed as the

first an assertion also sup- -

pnrted by Prof Wigar Azim.

; " Prof: Ehtesham Hussain differs
'-ﬂnr.l names Sajjad Hyder Yaldrem
45 the first short-story writer in
Urdu. Sultan Hyder Josh, Khawaia

R
- .

S T L L pp—

" Urdw’s first short-story writer

Hasan Nizami and Mohammad Ali
Rodolvi are some ather claiments,
But Dr Mirza Hamid Beg has dif-
fered from them all, and crowned
Rashidu)-Khairi as being the per-
cursor, quoting in his support a var-
iety of documentary evidence, In
hiz book wunder review, he has
reproduced Khairi's first shore-
story ‘Naseer aur Khadéeja® pub-
lished in the monthly Malkhzen
Lahore of December 1903, Thus his
contemporaries were thiee to five
years behind him. The hook also
carries Khairi Saheb’s second
short-story, published in Aug 1905
in the same journal, It is a very well
documented hook providing every
possible information about
Rashidul Khairi — the person, his
writing, and a complete bibllog-
raphy of articles, research papers
and books written about him from
time to time. He has also critically

extmined Khairi's artistic genius
50 well, expressed in his short-
stories — carving out plots, with
evocative characterisation as weell
as dialogues written in houschold
language. The author has painstak.
ingly culled references and data
from known sources and also from
obscure corners, a commendable
work by all standard,

— Hagan Abidi

—

PAWN WCARACH]
Seplewber 4,1994.
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Eliot’s i

IRZA HAMID BAIG
had started as =

short story writer.’
But after getting his -

PhD in Urduo, he has strayed in
the field of research and criti-
C1S1T.

I zee no harm in doing so as
long as he [ares sensibly in his
new passion. In fact, his recent
work of this nature has encour-
aged me to feel like this. His
recent work 15 a compilation
entitled T.5. Elior, as received in
Lirdu.

I found the book interesting
a5 it reminded me of the good
old davs of modern Urda litera-
ture when our writers were
opeéen to new influences coming
from the modern literary world -
the West. Eliot is one among
those from the moderns of the
West who have deeply influ-
enced our literature.

Tt was during the Forties and
early Fifties when our literary
scene appeared to be dominated
by Eliot despite being con-
demned by the progressive writ-
ers. But they too could not
1gnore him, as in those days, he
was a general point of reference
both as a poet and as a critic.

And how interesting that on

one side Eliot was a source of
inspiration for poets who had
staged a revolt against tradition,
and on the other, he was helping
those who 1nsisted on the
inevitability of tradition in liter-
ature. In this respect two sam-
ples from his writings, one from
his verse and the other from his
critical writings, were singled
CHAL.

His poem Wasteland was a
great source of inspiration for
modern poets including the
likes of Safdar Mir, who along
with their modernistic verse
asserted to be Marxists. Equally
well, his critical article
Tradition end the Individual
Talent provided fuel to those
who were arguing in favour of
tradition in literature.

These two specimens from
Eliot had won tremendous popu-
larity during those years. No
writer worth the name could
aftord to betray his ignorance to
these two precious gems picked
out from the rich treasure of
Eliot. They were translated and
re- translated into Urdu,

Mirza Hamid Baig has taken
pains ta trace this history of
Eliotan influence on Urdu and
has tried to determine as to who

were the first to talk about him,
and who were the ones attempt-
ing to translate from his verse
and prose.

His research tells us that Aziz
Ahmad was the first in Urdu to
translate his verse and write
abpout him. He had chosen to
translate first his long poem
Wasteland. This translation
along with andintroduction was
published "in 1937 in the
January issue of Monthly Urdu,
Oxford. Hamid Baig has dug out
the article written as an intro-
duction to this Urdu translation
and has reproduced it.

The modern Urdu poets, who
had revolted against tradition
drew inspiration from his verse,
more particularly from his
Weastelad, whose echoes can be
traced in a number of poems
written during that period. One
such poem is Sada-i- Rehrawan
by Satdar Mar.,

Thereafter, a number of
poems other than Wasteland
were translated at different
times by different writers. They
include, The Love Song by J.
Alfred Prufroch, Gerontion, and
Four Quartets.

Ag T said earlier Eliot’s verse
wds @ great source of inspiration

" DAWN

-

for our rebel poets. And it was
in the same strain that his criti-
cal statements were being quot-
ef by our critics while writing
about modern trends in Urdu.
But his article Tradition and the
Individual Talent echoed a dif-
ferent note.

Once it was referred to and
came under discussion, the
whole situation changed. The
demi-god of modern poetry was
found speaking-on the signifi-
cance of tradition and uphold-
ing it with full vigour. Our rebel
poets and all those who had dis-
missed tradition in the name of
modernism and progressivism
were taken aback. Now those in
favour of tradition could argue
with confidence., Their stand
had been reinforced with a new
supply of arguments, Soon the
article was translated and re-
translated. The most prominent
among translators being
Mukhtar Siddiqi and Jamil
Jaliba,

In 1955, Mukhtar Siddigi, on
the hehest of Savuirg, translated
this article anew. This journal,
under the editorship of Haneef

" Ramay, arranged a symposium

with reference to what Eliot had
zaid in defence of tradition. The

BY INTIZAR HUSAIN

uence on us and our literature

whole discussion, along with the
translation, has been repro-
duced. A number of writers,
both progressives and non- pro-
gressivas, traditionalists and
non-traditionalists have taken
part in. this dizcussiofn.
Strangely enough, only Sajjad
faheer and Mumtaz Husain
have dared to criticize Eliot in
clear terms.

Hamid Baig has enumerated
here all the translations from
Eliot’s prose and poetry-in
Urdu. Jamil Jalibi emerges as
the main translator of Eliot. He
has to his credit a full collection
of such translations of Eliot’s
prose Eltor Ke Mazameen. Next
to him is Rafig Khawar. who
choze to concentrate on Eliot’s
WETSE.

Mirza Hamid Baig has made a
selection from these transla-
trons and has included them in
this volume, This selection also
includes an excerpt from the
urdu transiation of Eliot’s verse
drama The Cocktrail Party.

The whole goes to make a
convincing volume with an
exhaustive introduction by the
compiler, which introduces us to
Eliot as he appeared in Urdu
and inflienced our literature. W
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Cultural metaphors

1.S. Eliot and Urdu writers

r. Mirza Hamid Beg has re-
D cently published 4 collection
of Urduwritingson T_5. Eliot
which provides along view of Eliot as
it had appeared in wiitings from 1945
te 1993, The wntings include Hassan
L Askan, Kahmuddin Ahmed and Jamil
- Jalibi, who have given their opinions
on Eliot as critic, and Qurat-ul-Ain
Hzaider who has transiaed some poetic
pieces of Eliot, and also another distin-
guished writer Aziz Almed who had
been the first to translate The Wasie-
§ dand into Urdu in 1936. As 2 compiled
¢ wark of Eliot’s translation of various
poems in Lirdu, this book dates back o
1 the thirties of the current century. How-
ever, as the approach of Urdu writers
| stands, it bus tooked upon Eliot in a
Vrestrcted framework and has treated
Ellm as a lierary phenomenon. The
ar-cum.nmlm! which }uﬁ thua -a:merg-:d
I:HE. been Urdu writers' incapacity of
ﬁun:]mmnd the total picture of Western
ruimm which had informed Eliot's
C
h

reative sensibility. The Urdue ¢rtics
ave, in this manner, ignored the es-
ntial features of Eliot's thinking and
ave given a partial and also 2 wrong
gew of the poet. Unfortunately, these
Lritics have failed to understend T.S.
cliot’s reactions to the conditions of
fiz European situation in the early dec-
tles of the century
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Gilani Kamran

Love-song of Prifrock was also pub-
lished in the same year. The poem is
metaphysical in technigue and' regis-
ters the condition of o man who repre-
senls a changed persons of the human
being who had emerged in European
culture a5 the :mblem of a changed
human situation, Itisimportant tonote
that these two writings by Eliot have
nothing at all 1o do with the effect of
the War, which had come to an end by
November 1918,

The facts, however, had been quite
different. In 1912, the metaphysical
poets of the seventeenth century had
been re-edited and rehabilitated by
Prof. Grierson. and Eliot was fnsci-
nated by them. The idea of the extine-
tiun 04 (e poet’ s personality was faced
by Eliot in Donne's poetry, which also
cave him the awareness about the dis-
sociation of sensibility, In. Donne's
poetry, sensibility was still unifiad,
The Prufrock poem was Eliot’s pic-
e of the dissociation inthe emerging
human situation.

The seculansim of the decades carly
in the century had caused bifurcation
of mind and body — and had displaced
the Spirt from ke make-up of the
human persenality. This phenonenon
had alienated man from the collective

| While introducing the compiled mat.. memory of his civilisution and instead

iron T.5. Eliot, Mirza Hamid Beg has. peopled it with unconscious arche-
|peatedly referred to the effect of thes: types. Man had become spiritually 2
st World War(1914-1918)onEliot’ss=  hollow being ‘.quln.:lw“h'[h"‘dl:maﬂd‘_«
msibility. It may be mentioned that= of instinctive impulses,

= essay by Eliot titled Tradition and &

Lastly. the Russian Revolution

v Individual Talenr was ongmailys*(1917) had posed a threat to the spir-
afted] in 1913 and with necessaryee ilual lile of Westemn civilisation. The

sendments pablished in 1919, The

mxain ermor of Undu wrilers sesns w.

amit the spinteal background and give
emphasis o economic lactors and capi-
alism, They then interprets Eliot’s
ileas against these factors,

Mirza Hamid Beg has also followed
theirzck olother Urdo writers. In 1927
when Eliot had announced his view-
puint thiat he was a classicisy, a monar-
chist and & Roman Catholic, it was
misread by Urduo waters. This pro-
nouRcement was, in its actual nature, a
statement of his idea of tradition as it
lived in the formation 6f Western civi-
lization. Tradition existed in the blood
of the Europeans. where bleed simply
meant Westérn man’s cuoliural
meitery! Tradition did not have a lit-
Srary mEnhing

Thus. from T.i':e Wasteland to H.sfa-
Vednesday, Eliot had moved away
from contemporary secularism to his
statement and assertion of radition.
e Four Cuarters, writlen during
World War I1, was & memory-poem,
where the past and the present had
merged intoa duration which made the
racmony A umeless event. The poem
hid its roots in the anguish of the
Second World War and flounshed into
) c]i“iuui (spiritual) expression.

115 highly disappointing when the
tite of Eliot's poem Ask- ﬁ'ednesd.:n
istranslated in Urdu asChalar Shamba
Mubarak, | don’t sec any reason why
thil religious occasion has been re-
parded as & mbaralk (blessed) event.
O this day, during Easter, the devout
Chirisiians put ash in their hair and
mourn: the world’s heedlessness for
the Saviour. The Church of Pakistan
cals Ash-Wednesday asRakh ka Budh

- which is Wednesday in popular vo-
cabulary. Beswdes, Chahar Shamba has
an Islamic connotation and as such the
transtation does not go with the pas-
sion for Jesus Chnst. :
Anotherimporiant omission by Usdo
cntics had been their lack of knowl-
edae of Stephen Spender’s memorial
ariicle on the death of T.5. Eliot which -
wis published in the February issue of
Encounter, London, in 1965. In that
article, Stephen Spender had stated
that the persomalily of the poet be-
comes extinet only when civilisation

‘undergoes a fatal crisis. The post then

becomes a medium and his civilisation
speaks through him. This view makes
Eliot the poet and the scer of the crisis
ol Westem civilisation. Amnermcan writ-
ers have laiely mantained that Enro-
pean civilisation has come to an end
with the Second World War. The Age
of Europe, they say, ends with 1945.

This book is, in fact, subjected to the
errors of a past gencration: the editoris
in no way responsible for any omis-
sion or misreading of the long past
generation. Nevertheless, if thesa short-
comings are sct aside, Eliot can be read
with profit by the undergraduates of
Oriental Studies. It becomes their
teachers’ responsibility to setthe record
straight about T.S. Eliot as literary
thinker of a controvérsial age.

Nevertheless, Mirza Hamid Beg has
done a good job by compiling valuable
maténal about Eliot a5 it had appeared
i Urdu wnitings over a long period of
time. The views about Elipt had been
framed in & contemporary sciting and
perhaps that had caused misreading
and mis-evaluation of Eliot’s thought
and poetry.
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Rare tribute to T.S. Eliot

DR MOHAMMAD ALI SIDDIQUI

T.5. Eliot, Urdu Duniya Mein Khair
Magdam: Dr Mirza Hamid Baig: Dost
Publications, Islamabad; 326pp, Rs 180/-.

IRZA Hamid Beg's book T.5,
Eliot Tirdu Duniya Mein Khair
Magdam is not as dramatic con-
tent-wise as its title suggests.
T.8. Eliot, as a seminal writer of the last
century has been a tremendous influence
on our writers in the 50s & 60s and there is
hardly any other American or British poet
and critic whe enjoyed so much prestige
and fame at a time when the Cannons of

progressive literature were in the ascen-.

dant.

T8, Eliot’s famous line “History is-here
and now” rang the bell in the ears of our
University dons much earlier than its sym-
pathetic effect on our writers Dr Siddhant,
Dr Deb, Prof Ahmad Ali & Dr !Lhaan
Famnqul were the first among  the
Academia to be bured inte T.5, Eliot’s
cham. Prof M.H. Askari, N.M. Rashid, Zia
Jullundhary, Dr Aftab Ahmad, Prof Ali
Aszhraf, Prof Maya Jamil & Prof Sirajuddin
were the first to be fascinated by Eliot’s
diction and burpﬂﬂng turns & twists, which
drew upon ‘images’ and *allusions’ gleaned
from a vast reservoir of the Western &
Eastern literatures,

One comes across a long list of Urdu®
eminent writers — some 28 of them who
have commented upon Eliot as a critic and
KulturKritiker — starting form Askari
{1944) to Dr Jamil Jalibi (1991). Then
there are excerpts from Aziz Ahmad, Aley
Ahmad Suroor, Sir Shaikh Abdul Qadir &
Shamsur-Rehman Faroogui’s writings dis-
cussmg Eliot as a poet. T.5. Eliot’s reli
gious poetry has been commented upon by
Siddigue Arshad, Muzaffat Ali Syed, Dr
Waheed Qureshi, Mohammad Hasan
Askari, Nasir Kazmi, Dr Wazir Agha,
Nazeer Ahmad, Rafig Khawar and
Mohammad Ahsan Faroogui.

Some translations of T.5. Eliot’s poetry

-

and dramatic work {The Cocktail Party)
have also been included. One comes across
such luminaries as Quratul Ain Haider,
Shanul Hag Haqqui, Aziz Ahmad, Rafig
Khawar ad Nasir Kazmi in the list.

There is no doubt that T.S. Eliot has had
a tremendous impact on the ‘aristocracy of
our literature’. It is amazing that a poet
who termed himself as an imperiﬂliqt in
politics and ‘Anglo-Catholic’ in religion
devised so subtle an expression — both in
poetry and criticism — that he was a craze
even amongst the progressives like Sajjad
Zaheer and Ehtasham Husain — who could-
n't — and didn’t — appreciate his views on
literature. Even Ezra Pound couldn’t exer-
cise the kind of influence which his disciple
— T.8. Eliot — exercised on our poets. Zia
Jullundhari’s poetry in the 50s and Quratul
Ain Haiders view of history and culture
carry Eliotean stamp. In fact T.5, Eliot has
been so ‘fashionable’ a writer for our mod-
erns — most of them having a religions a
mystical bent of mind that he was imitated,
imbibed and even ‘stolen at will?

Mirza Hamid Beg has done well in trac-
ing the Eliotean influence from its begin-
ning. It is only in 90s that Eliot’s influence
suffers a setback due to the onrush of exis-
tential, structural and post-structural theo-
ries of literature,

It is strange that Eliot held the fort dur-
ing the peak days of the cold war and starts
receding only when the Soviet Union was
dismantled. Incidentally the last entry
acknowledging T.5. Eliot’s reverberations
dates back to 1993 — two years after the
exit of Soviet Russia from the scene. Isn't it
strange?
* Prof Mirza Hamid Beg has shown the way
of tracing back the influence of a very emi-
nent writer of the West whose fascination
for the East knew no bounds. It is about
time to leok back on Ezra Pound as
well and study how strange it was for a
humanist like him to support Mussolini’s
fascism. B
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